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Brigid decided to make her home in Kildare. She wished to build a 
convent there and set out to find the perfect site. Eventually, she 
found a place that would be ideal for her new convent. However, the 
land belonged to the King of Leinster.

Brigid met the King of Leinster and a band of horsemen returning 
from a hunt, she approached the king and told him she needed land. 
He asked her how much she needed, and Brigid replied that all she 
asked for was the amount her cloak would cover.

Amused by this strange request, the King agreed, and she laid her 
cloak on the ground. To his amazement, the cloak grew and spread 
until it covered the rich, green acres we know today as The Curragh 
of Kildare. This area is also known as St. Brigid's Pastures.
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 Saint Brigid was born sometime between AD452 and 456 in a 

small village called Faughart in County Louth also near Dundalk

 . 
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Legends of St Brigid 

 There is a legend associated with the origin of St. 

Brigid's crosses. Brigid was called to the bedside of a 

dying pagan chieftain. She sat by him to keep watch 

over him in his final hours.

While sitting by the dying man, Brigid picked up some 

rushes from the floor and began to weave them into a 

cross. The sick man asked her what she was making 

and Brigid began to explain the story of Jesus to him. 

Before he died, the chieftain had become a Christian.
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A king had taken a wild fox, tamed it and trained it 
to do all sorts of tricks. One day, mistaking the 
king's fox for a wild one, a man killed it. The king 
was very angry and ordered the man's arrest. He 
was sentenced to death unless he could produce a 
fox of equal skill and intelligence.

A wild fox came to Brigid seeking shelter from 
hunters. She took it to the king where it 
performed with equal skill to the dead fox. The 
king was delighted and released the man. Soon 
after, the fox escaped and returned to its wild 
state.
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 A St. Brigid's cross is usually made from rushes or, less 

often, straw. It is traditionally believed that the cross 

protects the home from fire. St. Brigid's crosses are 

often made on 1 February and sprinkled with holy water.

In some traditions, the cross from the previous year is 

taken down and burnt, and then replaced by the new 

one. St. Brigid's crosses were often kept under the 

rafters of the roof.
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